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XI. Al Continuation of an Account of An 
Eflay towards a Natural Hiftory of Caro¬ 
lina, and the Bahama Iflands 5 by Mark 
Catesby, F. R. S. with fome Extra&s out 
of the ninth Set, by 2)r. Mortimer, Seer. 
R.S . 

T H E Extracts and Account of the eighth Set are 
inferted in N° 441. of thefe Ehilofophical Trans¬ 
actions, p. 2<ji. &feq. This ninth Set begins with 
Plate 61, of the fecond Volume; and as the fore¬ 
going treated chiefly of Serpents, this contains the 
Figures and Defcriptions of feveral Quadrupeds, inter¬ 
mix'd with Plants. The Author begins with the molt 
beautiful flowering Tree of thefe Parts, and I may 
venture to fay, of the known World; he gives a very 
magnificent Figure of it in Plate 

61. Magnolia altijjima , flore ingenti candido . 
The Laurel-Tree of Carolina. 

The native Places of thefe fine fragrant-flower’d 
Trees are Florida and South Carolina ; but they have 
been fo far naturalized to the Climate of England , as 
for feveral Years to have flower’d in the Garden of Sir 
John Colliton of Exmouth in 'Devonpire, and at 
Earfon’s-Green , in the Garden of the R.t. Hon. Sir 
Charles Wager. 

62. Eutorius Americanus Jtriatus. The Pol-cat. 
Thefe Creatures, when attacked, can from fome 
fecret Duds emit fuch fetid Effluviums, that neither 
Men, or but few Dogs, care to approach them; they 
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have not this Scent, but when Fear or Self-preferva* 
tion prompts them to it. Our Author hath feen them 
kept tame about a Houfe : The Indians reckon their 
Flefha great Dainty: Our Author found it well-tafted. 
They feed on Infeds, and wild Fruit. 

Tfeudo-phalangium ramofum. 

Lacertus- omnium maxim us, Crocodilus didus. 
The Alligator. 

Our Author hath in this Plate given a Figure of a 
Crocodiles Egg, which is not larger than a common 
Turkey’s, and of a young Crocodile or Alligator , 
juft got out of one. It is to be admired, that from fo 
fnlalt a Size thefe Creatures fometimcs grow to be 20 
or 30 Feet long. Thefe Monfters are not found 
further North in America, than the fame Latitude that 
anfwers to the Northern Goaft of Africa, They 
fometimes, though rarely, attack Men or Cattle, but 
are great Devourers of Hogs. They are belt avoided 
by turning fhort from them j for they cannot eafily 
turn, either in running or fwimming, the joints of 
their Back not being very flexible. The hind Part of 
their Belly and Tail is often eat by the Indians ', the 
Flefh is delicately white, but of fo perfum'd a Tafte 
and Smell, as to make it difagreeable to eat. 

To this I fhall beg leave to add, that thefe Creatures 
were known to the Antients in the Nile, and are 
defcribed by the Name of Crocodilus, both by the 
Greek and Latin Writers 5 which Word is fuppos’d to 
be compounded of the Words littus, and 

S'uK^, timidus, or an Animal fhy of the Shoar. 

This Species of Creatures is exadly the fame with 
thofe in America, where the Spaniards firft gave them 
the Name of All agar to ; which is as much as to fay. 

The 
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The Lizard, by way of Pre-eminence, this being 
the gigantic or largeft Species of the LizardEzmxlj \ 
the Word being compounded of the Arabic Article 
Al, the , and Lagarto, -a Corruption of the Latin 
Word Lacertus, a Lizards and from the Words 
Al Lagarto , our Englifh Sailors have formed the 
Word Alligator. 

Candela Americana, foliis laurinis, flare tetra ;» 
fletalo luteo, fruBu anguftiore. 

The Mangrove tree. Thefe Trees grow in watery 
muddy Places, even in fhallow fait Water : They are 
propagated not only by their Pods, which falling off 
take Root in the Mud> but likewife by the Branches, 
which, if they hang down fo as touch the Mud, will 
take Root, and fepd up other Stems y fo that great 
Tra&s of Land are overrun, from one original Tree, 
which forms an impenetrable Wood, the Retreat of 
fmall Alligators, Turtles, and various Fifh of Prey. 

It was probably of this Sort of Tree the Forefts 
were compos'd, which Curtius mentions Lib. IX. 
Cap. i . * 

64. Lacertus Indicus, Senembi & Iguana diblus. 
The Guana. This fort of Lizard is fome two, fome 
five Feet long. They are the chief Food of the 
Inhabitants of the Bahama Iflands, where they take 
great Numbers of them, having Dogs train’d up to 

that 


* Hinc Poro, amneque fuperato, ad Interiora Iridiaz proceflit [Alex¬ 
ander]. Sylvaeeraat prope in immenfum fpatium diffuse, proceril- 
que & in eximiam altitudinem editis arboribus umbrofas: plerique 
rami inftar ingentium ftipitum flexi in humum, rurfus, qua fe curva- 
verant, erigebantur, adeo ut fpecies effec non rami reiurgentis, fed 
arboris ex fua radice generatx. 
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tt'hat Purpofe j fome they carry alive for Sale to Caro¬ 
lina, others they eat frefh, or fait and barrel up for 
keeping: Their Flefh is eafy of Digeftion, delicate, 
.and well tafted. It is remarkable, that the Fat in their 
Bellies imbibes the Colour of the Fruit they laft fed 
on. 

Anona maxima, foliis latis , fruBu luteo conoide, 
cortice glabro. The Fruit of this Tree is eatable, 
and is the Food of Guanas, and many other wild 
Creatures. 

6y. Lacertus viridis Carotinenfis . The green 
Lizard of Carolina. Thefe Creatures are quite 
harmlefs, and fuffer’d to go about the Houfes: They 
will from green, by Cold, change to brown. 

Liquid-ambari arbor, feu Styraciflua, Aceris folio, 
fruBu tribuloide, i. e. pericarpio orbiculari ex quam- 
plurimis apicibus coagmentato, femen recondente. 
Pluk. Aim. Bot. p. 2 24,. Phytogr. Tab. egi.f. 6. The 
fweet Gum-tree. The Wood is good Timber for 
Wainfcoating and Joiners Work ; the Bark is ufed for 
covering Houfes: From the Bark and Wood diftils a 
fragrant Gum, fcarce to be diftinguifh'd from the 
Balfam of Tolu. 

66 . Lacertus viridis Jamaicenfis. The green 
Jamaica Lizard. The Pouch under the Throat 
doth not look red, but when the Creature inflates it 
through Fear or Anger. 

Lignum Campechianum ; Species quxdam Brafil. 
Joh. dcLaet. Sloane Hift. Jam. Vol. U.p. 183. Log¬ 
wood. Three of thefe Trees grew in the Ifland of 
Brovidence, in three Years, to be (from the Seed) 14, 
Feet high, and their Trunks feven or eight Inches 
thick. From this quick Growth of this uleful Tree, 

which 



[ 34/ ] 

which hath To often been the Caufe of Quarrels with 
the Spaniards, it were to be wiflfd that the Enghflr 
in Jamaica, and the Southern Colonies, would be 
induced to propagate thefe Trees in our own Plan¬ 
tations. 

6 y. Lacertus ijlriatus'l cauda ccerulea. The 
blue-tail Lizard. They are fufpetted to be veno¬ 
mous. 

Jnona fruBu e viridi lavi, c Pyri inverji forma. 
The Fruit of this and moll other Anonas are Food 
for Lizards, and other Animals; there are none 
North of the Tropic. Some of thefe Fruits have,, 
from their Tafte, been called Cuf ard apple, Sugar- 
apple, and Sour fops. 

68. Lacertus grifeus. The Lion Lizard. It 
hath got its Englijh Name from a Fiercenefs in its 
Looks, though inofifenfive. 

Vifcum caryophylloides , foliis longis in apice 
mcifis, Jloris labello: albo trifido, petalis luteis lon¬ 
gis anguftijjimis. This Plant is called Vifcum , mere¬ 
ly as being a Parafitical Plant, not that it refcmbles 
Mifetoe , it being really a bulbous Plant. 

69. Rana terrefiris. The Land-Frog. 

Sarracena foliis longioribus & anguflioribus 

Bucanephyllon elatius Virginianum, &c. Pluk. Aim. 
p.yz. T. if2. f The Stru&ure of the Leaves of 
thefe Plants is very extraordinary, they being tubulous, 
having a Flap at Top to cover the Opening. From the 
Shape of the Flower, they are in Virginia called the 
Side-[addle-flower. 

70. Rana aquatic a. The Water-frog. 
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'Sarracena foliis brevioribus latioribus. Sarra¬ 
cena Canadenjis , foliis cavis & auritis. Hift. 
R. H. 6 qj. The Hollow of the Leaves of this 
and the preceding Sort, always retain fame Water, 
and ferve as a Retreat for numerous Inlefts. 

71. Rana viridis arborea. The greenTree Frog. 
Thefe Frogs are always found flicking to the under 
Sides of Leaves of Trees, and other Plants; nay, they 
can fallen themfelves to areclining’Glals, by the extra¬ 
ordinary Strufture of their Toes, which are made like 
the Mouth of a Leech, whereby they cleave to any 
thing. fPolHbly the fame Strufture may obtain in the 
•Feet of Flies and other Infefts, that can walk on Ceil¬ 
ings with their Back downwards, alfifted by fome 
glutinous Matter.] They appear mod in the Night, 
•and are inceffantly chirping chit chit, chic chit. 

Arum Americanum, Betafolio. The Scunk-weed. 
This Plant will bear the Englifh Climate. 

72. Rana maxima Americana aquatic a. The 
Bull Frog. This hath its Engl if Name from its 
Noife, which feems not unlike the Bellowing of a 
Bull at a Diftance. It is the largeft known Species of 
the Frog Kind ; fome being near two Feet from the 
Nofe to the Ends of the Toes of the hind Feet. The 
Membrana Tjmpani of the Ear lies quite expofed, 
being even with the Skin of the Head, without any 
Meatus auditorius. They are commonly found in 
Pairs in clear Springs: They devour young Ducklings 
or Gofins whole. 

Helleborine. The Lady’s Slipper of Fenfyhania. 
It bears our Climate in England. 

73. Sciurus niger. The black Squirrel, Their 
Flelh is reckon’d delicate. 

Cal- 
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Calceolus Marianus glaber, petalis angujlis. Pet. 
H. S. Raii Hift. Tom. III. App. 243. VidePluk. 
Tab. 418. Fig. 2. The yellow Lady’s Slipper. Thefe 
will flower here in England. 

74. Sciurus Virginianus cinereus major. Raii 
Syn. Quad. p. 2if. 'The gray Fox Squirrel. Thefe 
arc larger than the Englijh Squirrel, and are great 
Deftroyers of Corn and Pulfe. 

1 Vi/cum Caryophy lloides , floribusparvis luteis pun- 
ffiatis. This is another parafitical Plant, but of the 
bulbous Tribe, and like a Narcijjus. 

7f. Sciurus Jlriatus. The Ground Squirrel. 
Thefe are bay, beautifully ftreaked with Black and 
Yellow. 

Cornus , foliis laurinis, fruBu majore luteo. The 
Majlic-tree. The Wood of thefe Trees is reckon’d 
good Timber; the Fruit is like a fmall Plum, and is 
lwcct and lufeious. 

76. Sciurus volans. The flying Squirrel. I fhall 
not fay any thing here relating to the Defcription of 
this Squirrel •, there being an accurate Figure and Dc- 
feription of one of the fame Species found in To- 
land , by Mr. Klein, in the Fhilofophical TranfaBions, 
N Q 42 y.p. 30. 

Guajacana. Thefe Trees have been naturaliz’d to 
our Climate. The Fruit dried, refembles in Tafte 
Raijins of the Sun ; the Stone fplit, exhibits in the 
Kernel the Tree in Embryo, with its Stem and the 
two feminal Leaves, in a more confpicuous manner 
than any other Seed I have met with. 

77. In this Plate is reprefented a flying Squirrel, in 
the Pofture of flying, with the Membranes on each 
Side extended. 
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Vifcum caryophylhides, Aloes foliis viridibus acu- 
rninatis , floribus racemofis luteis. This paraftticai 
Plant is a tort of Aloe ; its Root is tuberous. 

78. Vulpis cinereus Americanus. Th c grey Fox. 
Thefe Foxes live in hollow Trees, not in Holes under 
Ground ; the Hunters drive them out with Srnoak. 

Gentiana forte ? qiue Periclymeni Virginiani flore 
coecineo , Blanta Marilandica fpicata eretta, foliis 
conjugatis. D. Sherard R. Hitt. Tom. III. Dcndr. 3. 
N. 23. A Decoction of -this Plant is good againft 
Worms; it will bear our Climate. 

79. Cunt cuius Bahamenjis. The Bahama Coney. 
This Creature is rather a Marmot than a Rabbet ■> and 
its Flefh taftes more like Big. 

Bittonire Jlmilis 'ifrutex~\ Laureolie foliis, flori¬ 
bus albis , baccis rubris. In the Bahama Iflands it 
is called Strong back y a Decoction of the Bark is ufed' 
there to ftrengthen the Stomach, and reftore the Ap¬ 
petite, as the Cajfena is ufed on the Continent. Co¬ 
nies, Guanas and Birds, are fond of the Berries. 

80; Magnolia , ampliffirno flore albo , fritchi coc- 
cineo. The Umbrella-tree. This much refembles 
that beautiful Plant the Carolina Laurel-tree , Plate 
61. but is not fo high, and doth not require a parti¬ 
cular Defcription. 
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